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kets came calling. She chose to move to WTVJ
Miami because that’s where she felt she would be
best mentored. “I was scared out of my mind,”
she says. “I was definitely a South Carolina girl
and really close to my parents. And I was going
from the 120th market to one of the top 16.”

But like everywhere else she went, O'Dell
thrived in the exciting news market of Miami.

“I've done a lot of mentoring through the
years, and Nancy was one of those people who
just jumped out at you,” says Don Browne,
who now heads Telemundo but at that time
was WTV]’s general manager. “She wanted to
be the best investigative reporter in the coun-
try. The three things about her that impressed
me the most were her passion, her drive to be
excellent and her journalistic credentials.”

ODell stayed in Miami from 1994-96. Her
then-husband, Dr. Richard O'Dell, planned to
move to Las Vegas; she wanted to move to the
West Coast to be close to him and let WTV]
know she would be leaving. To keep her in the
NBC family, Browne recommended her for a new
show NBC was launching, Access Hollywood. En-
tertainment reporting appealed to O’Dell, and
she was hired as the shows first on-air talent.

“As soon as I got there, I thought, ‘Wow, this
is fun.’ [ was getting to interview John Travolta
instead of running through marijuana fields or
posing as a prostitute for a story,” she recalls.

O'Dell served as Access correspondent for three
years and was promoted to co-anchor with Pat
O'Brien in 1999. O’Brien left the show in 2004
to become host of CTD%s The Insider. O'Dell, who
married Keith Zubchevich in 2005, hosted Access
with Billy Bush for the next five years.

After such career highlights at Access as in-
terviewing Madonna and Richard Gere (on
whom she says she still harbors a little crush),
O'Dell is ready to launch her next chapter.

“I've gotten such great validation for this
decision,” she says. “You try and live your life
right, and then it’s wonderful when things
work out. Everything has worked out the way
it's supposed to.” &

E-mail comments to
palbiniak@gmail.com and follow her
on Twitter: @PaigeA

Nancy
O'Dell

Title:

Special corre-
spondent and
substitute
co-anchor, Enter-
tainment Tonight;
slated to be ET's
new co-anchor

in fall 2011

Education:
Clemson Univer-
sity, summa cum
laude, B.A. in

Marketing, 1990

Employment:
Reporter/anchor,
WPDE Florence-
Myrtle Beach,
S.C., 1990-91

Morning news
anchor and crime

reporter, WCBD
Charleston, S.C.,
1991-94

Evening co-anchor
and investigative
reporter, WTVJ
Miami, 1994-96

Reporter,
Access Hollywood,
1996-99

Co-anchor,
Access Hollywood,
1999-2009

Current title since
Jan. 3, 2011

Personal:

b. February 25,
1966; husbhand,
Keith Zubchevich;
stepsons Tyler,
16, and Carson,
12; daughter
Ashby, 3

Account: 3658XT (17728)

-925

For custom reprints/electronic usage, contact The YGS Group: bandc@theygsgroup.com or 800-290-5460 x100

Page 2 of 3



Date: Monday, January 17, 2011

Location: NEW YORK, NY @CBS géll-_ﬁ\lgslgg
Circulation (DMA): 21,311 (N/A)

Type (Frequency): Magazine (W)

Page: 26

Keyword: Nancy O'Dell

BROADCASTING & CABLE

"] fell in love with
reporting because
it’s ever-changing...
| was on the crime
beat, and | thought |

was Police Woman.”
—Nancy O’Dell
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